Predictors of Critical Motivation Amongst WESLELIAN
Asian Immigrant Adolescents

Gloria Kang, Wesleyan University

QAC Summer 2022, Professor Andrea Negrete

While undocumented, Deferred Actions for Childhood Demographics
Arrivals (DACA), and Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 25.3% of respondents are first-generation immigrants
individuals are directly impacted by federal and state 57.4% of respondents hold free and reduced lunch status

immigration policies, immigrant youth who may not _ _ _ . .
particularly hold these statuses may also be impacted Respondents top residences: California (24.4%), New York (10.9%),

by knowing someone who does hold one of these Texas (6.8%), New Jersey (6.4%), Florida (4.5%)

statuses. Respondents grade distribution: 9th (16.4%), 10th (21.1%), 11th

Immigrants residing in different states can be impacted (29.3%), 12th (33.2%)

in varying ways depending on the state’s respective

immigration policies which can be more inclusive or Multi-Group Path Analysis
exclusive. Therefore, evaluating macrosystems are
critical to understanding individuals’ microsystemes. Figure 1. Conceptual model of multi-group path analysis
There is a lack of research on Asian immigrant youth’s Multigroup path analysis
critical motivation despite Asian immigrant youth being ersoralyknow someone inpace will be conducted to
one of the fastest growing immigration population in the . dSSESS the_ indirect
U.S. , rstinthe relationship between the
. . . . . .. level of restrictive state
Immigrants’ feelings of inequality and injustice could Level of Restrictiv / \ Critical Motivation immigration policies and
. . . ate Immigration
potentially serve as a mediator to understand how Asian policies /' critical motivation via
immigrant th’s critical motivation devel n Anger avout Socia e
evolvgesa youth's critical motivation develops anc | njustice anger towards injustice
' ot migration poices b and trust in the American
— promise. Furthermore, I
American Promise will examine whether
Level of Restrictive Critical Motivation these I‘e|atIOnShIpS al‘e
State Immigration
polces /’ moderated by personally
. . . . Anger about Social I "
How do different state inclusionary and exclusionary st Knowing someone who Is

impacted by state-

immigration policies impact Asian immigrant . . . .
immigration policies.

adolescents’ critical motivation through feelings of
inequality and injustice?

CO rrelation Figure 2. Correlation Table of Study Variables
A Pearson correlation Tble2 |
] o orrelations Among Study Variables
test shows the significance TP T 1 2 3 4 005 6 07
Samble between some of the ovards immigrants 1
- . owing an 1mpacte
P variables such as Anger marginalized immigrant R
Respondents (n=304) are immigrant-origin adolescents about Social Justice and promiseScle 043 0051
. . . . . Anger about docia ) _— .
who are first or second-generation immigrants, between Critical Motivation. Justice Sale oL A
14-18 years old, attending a U.S. high school, and self- ' it Movaton o706 st s
: . 4 ! i g . 9 C i ! Covariates of critical 6. Immigrant Generation -132°  -031 068 -068 0039 1
identify as Asian. This ethnic-racial group is part of The motivation (items 6 and 7) Saws o oe ot oes oee
Immigrant Youth Socialization and Identity Project. are also included (Figure 2). e
Measures
] ] ] o ] ] Descriptives Figure 3. Descriptive Statistics for Study Variables

Feelings of inequality and injustice were assessed using L .
the Trust in American Promise and Anger towards The descriptive statistics for e e o St oviahes
Social Injustice Scales. Each response was coded on the study variables help us e v s i e R
a scale of 1 to 5, then averaged by subscale. Subscores understand the data of each vt immigens. 22 882123 033 —
ranged from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree). variable group. The ZKnowiganimpacted 263 357 48 0 11—
Critical tivati d similar . Cronbach’s a is also S Tustinthe American 300 531959 1 5 4 880
s W ncraded to show mernal | TS WL L

. . . consistency where a score Motaion 4 1963 3136 6 24 18 7
respondent feels responsible to act on perceived b 20 is reliable (Fi 6 Immigrant Generation 0, 0 s o 1 4
. . L above .70 is reliable (Figure Status
inequality and injustices. Scores ranged from 1 (strongly 3) 7. Age 04 447 124 2 6 4 —
disagree) to 6 (strongly agree). ' Note

Many scholars discuss critical consciousness by centralizing the individual and their conscientization; however, Rogers (2021) and Diemer et
al. (2006) emphasize the relationship between the macro and microsystem, not merely focusing on the individual’s consciousness.

Traditionally, critical consciousness models follow the pathway of critical reflection, critical motivation, and critical action in an orderly
manner; however, I am examining the precursor steps that Asian immigrant adolescents may follow to become critically motivated in society
through a niche yet notable pathway.

As Rogers (2021) emphasizes the importance of centering the macrosystem in human development, this study aims to further examine how
to better thread the macro and microsystems of state hostility and critical motivation of an individual. A larger sample size may be required.

In this study, examining the antecedents of critical motivation through the impact of macrostructures can further enhance the critical
consciousness theory and contribute to the literature by contextualizing and complicating the antecedents of critical motivation.
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